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Vital  Statistics. 


Ijl  HE  Local  Government  Board  has,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
4 1  Incorporated  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 
arranged  for  the  returns  of  Statistical  data  from  Sanitary 
districts  throughout  the  country  upon  four  tabulated  forms  which 
take  the  place  of  tables  A.  and  B.  previously  in  use.  This  new 
departure  promises  to  prove  advantageous,  since  it  will  bring 
present  the  statistical  portion  of  all  health  reports  upon  one 
uniform  plan,  and  reference  and  comparison  will  thereby  be 
greatly  facilitated.  It  entails  however  some  modification  of  the 
previous  practice  of  first  dealing  separately  with  Teignmouth  and 
Shaldon  as  localities  and  then  summing  up  the  facts  for  the 
whole  district,  and  it  necessarily  supersedes  most  of  the  familiar 
Tables  hitherto  adopted  locally. 

The  difficulties  of  forming  an  accurate  estimate  of  population 
increase  with  the  expiration  of  each  year  since  the  previous 
census.  The  method  of  the  Registrar  General  which  is  based 
on  the  assumption  that  the  previous  intercensual  increase  or 
decrease  continues  at  a  like  rate  is  clearly  inapplicable  to  this 
district  during  the  past  ten  years,  since  its  adoption  would 
result  in  a  diminution  of  the  population  by  some  180  souls.  On 
the  other  hand  an  estimate  based  on  the  number  of  inhabited 
houses  gives  results  which  knowledge  of  local  conditions  shews  to 
be  too  high  (viz  :  an  increase  of  158  in  East  Teignmouth,  914  in 
in  West  Teignmouth,  and  121  in  Shaldon.)  I  have  therefore, 
somewhat  arbitrarily,  selected  the  number  7,500  as  representing 
the  population  of  Teignmouth  at  the  middle  of  19CO,  and  have 
left  unchanged  the  figures  1285  previously  employed  for  Shaldon, 
hoping  that  the  forthcoming  Census  will  prove  these  numbers  to 
be  approximately  correct. 


Table  I. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TEIGNMOUTH, 
for  Whole  District. 
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*  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  j  opulation. 
f  Corrected  in  accordance  with  figures  of  1891  census. 

Note. — The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  7  of  this  table  are  the  whole 
of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually  occured  within  the  district 
or  division.  The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column 
7,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of 
the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  “Non-residents  ”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on 
account  of  illness,  and  dying  there;  and  by  the  term  “Residents”  is  meant 
persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  illness,  and  have 
died  elsewhere. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  ...  1635. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  ...  8171 

Number  of  inhabitated  houses  ..  ...  1701 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...  4’7977 


At  census 
of  1891. 


Strict  definitions  are  here  given  for  the  first  time  of  the  terms 
“non-residents”  and  “residents”  used  in  columns  io  and  n. 
With  regard  to  column  n,  it  is  clear  that  it  must  be  accepted  with 
reserve  since  it  is  only  by  chance  that  the  “  Deaths  of  Residents 
registered  beyond  the  District”  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

As  regards  1900,  the  following  facts  in  the  Table  are  note¬ 
worthy  : — 


Population. — Shews  a  large  increase:  This  has  already  been  referred  to,  above. 

Birth  Rate.  —  Is  lower  than  in  any  year  except  1898,  and  is  2*93  below  the 
Average. 

Infantile  Death  Rate.  —  (Column  6)  is  high  ;  the  excess  being  caused  by  the 
deaths  of  four  twins  prematurely  born. 

Death  Rate. — Is  considerably  below  the  decennial  mean  :  1898  being  the  only 
year  in  which  a  more  favourable  figure  has  been  recorded. 

Column  11.  —  Is  blank.  Three  deaths  occurred  in  the  Union  Workhouse 
of  aged  persons  who  originally  came  from  this  district ;  but  they  had 
been  inmates  for  so  many  years  that  their  deaths  are  excluded  from  the 
Table  by  the  definition  of  “  Residents.” 
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Table  II. 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TEIGNMOUTH. 


Names 

op 
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1.  Teignmouth. 

(East  and  West). 

2.  Shaldon. 
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|  mated  to  middle 
of  each  Year. 

Births  regis¬ 
tered. 

Deaths  at  all 

Ages, 

|  Deaths  under 

1  year. 
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b 
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1890  ... 

6901 

169 

127 

23 

1282 

31 

24 

7 

1891  ... 

6882 

157 

121 

14 

1286 

28 

20 

1 

1892  ... 

6886 

160 

143 

21 

1285 

30 

23 

3 

1893  ... 

6883 

161 

118 

27 

1285 

32 

21 

3 

1894  ... 

6886 

146 

95 

13 

1285 

27 

18 

3 

1895  ... 

6886 

150 

121 

26 

1285 

26 

27 

3 

1896  .. 

6886 

145 

93 

16 

1285 

27 

25 

5 

1897  .. 

6900 

143 

98 

21 

1285 

27 

25 

4 

1898  ... 

6900 

123 

88 

13 

1285 

17 

17 

3 

1899  ... 

7000 

141 

116 

19 

1285 

28 

19 

2 

Av’rges 
of  years 

6901-3 

149-5 

113-0 

193 

1284-8 

27-3 

21-9 

3-4 

’90-’99. 

1900  ... 

7500 

150 

98 

21 

1285 

14 

22 

3 

Notes. — (a)  The  separate  localities  adopted  for  this  table  should 
be  areas  of  which  the  populations  are  obtainable  from  the  census  re¬ 
turns,  such  as  wards,  parishes,  or  registration  sub-district9.  Block  l 
may,  if  desired,  be  used  for  the  whole  dirtrict :  and  blocks  2.  3,  etc., 
for  the  several  localities.  In  small  districts  without  recognised  divi¬ 
sions  of  known  population  this  Table  need  not  be  filled  up. 

(b)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  beyond  the  district  are  to  be 
included  in  sub-columns  c  of  this  table,  and  those  of  non-residents 
registered  in  the  district  excluded.  (See  note  on  Table  1,  as  to  mean¬ 
ing  of  terms  “  resident”  and  “  non-resident.”) 

(c)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  are  to  be 
allotted  to  the  respective  localities,  according  to  addresses  of  the 
deceased. 
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The  above  Table  deals  with  the  births  and  deaths  distributed 
among  the  localities  to  which  they  belong  ;  examination  of  the 
figures  shews 

That  the  abnormally  low  Birth-rate  in  Table  I.  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  births 
in  Shaldon  were  about  50  per  cent  below  the  average.  That  the  favourable 
Death-rate  is  confined  to  Teignmouth,  the  number  of  deaths  in  Shaldon 
practically  coinciding  with  the  decennial  mean. 


It  has  been  found  impossible  to  distribute  the  Teignmouth 
data  among  the  two  parishes,  East  and  West,  for  the  past  ten 
years.  For  1900  the  births  cannot  be  apportioned  ;  the  remaining 
figures  however  are  as  follows  : — 


Deaths 

Population.  at  all  ages. 


Deaths 
under  1  year. 


East  Teignmouth  2695 


6 


West  Teignmouth  4805 


62 


15 


The  consideration  of  Table  III,  dealing  with  Notifiable 
Disease  is  deferred  for  the  present,  and  Table  IV,  which  embodies 
the  Mortality  Record  of  the  year,  is  here  inserted.  The  forms 
hitherto  in  use,  shewing  the  distribution  of  registered  deaths  in 
each  month  are  omitted,  as  are  also  the  separate  tables  relating  to 
Shaldon  ;  the  figures  for  that  village  appearing  in  the  u  Localities  ” 
column  below. 
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Table  IV.  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TEIGNMOUTH, 
Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1900. 
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Causes  of  Death. 

11  ages. 

l—H 

*1 

OJ 

a 

1  & 

inder  5 

J 2  ^ 

a; 

lO  rC 
G 

1C 

•a  ® 
~  £ 

lO 

*o  ® 
**  c 

an 

rC 

*5  *- 

eS 

£ 

3 

SJ3 

os  a 

H  c 

West 

’nm’uth 

c 

o 

'eS 

-C 

£ 

r— ' 

& 

w— 

r* 

T— 

r* 
r- ’ 

H 

Eh 

GO 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever ... 

l 

1 

1 

Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  mem- 

1 

1 

1 

branons  cronp 

Croup 

f Typhus 

levers  Enteric 

( Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza 
Cholera 

O 

mJ 

2 

2 

Plague 
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1 

2 
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22 

See  Notes  opposite. 


Deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 
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The  following  u  Notes  ”  are  printed  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  on  the  back  of  this  table  : — 


Notes. — (a)  The  deaths  of  residents  occurring  beyond  the  limits  of  the  district  are 
to  be  included  in  this  table,  and  deaths  of  non-residents  occurring  in 
the  district  are  to  be  excluded.  See  note  on  Table  i  as  to  meaning 
of  “  Residents  ”  and  “  Non-residents.” 

(b)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  are  to  be  allotted 

to  the  respective  localities  according  to  the  addresses  of  the  deceased 
as  given  by  the  Registrars,  and,  in  addition,  to  be  classified  under 
“  Public  Institutions.” 

(c)  Under  the  heading  of  “Diarrhoea  ”  are  to  be  included  deaths  certified 

as  from  diarrhoea,  alone  or  in  combination  with  some  other  cause  of 
ill-defined  nature  ;  and  also  deaths  certified  as  from 

Epidemic  enteritis  ; 

Zymotic  enteritis  ; 

Epidemic  diarrhoea.  Summer  diarrhoea  ; 

Dysentery  and  dysenteric  diarrhoea  ; 

Choleraic  diarrhoea,  cholera,  cholera  nostras  (in  the  absence  of 
Asiatic  cholera). 

Under  the  heading  of  “Enteritis”  are  to  be  included  those  certified 
as  from  Gastro-enteritis,  Muco-enteritis  and  Gastric  catarrh,  unless 
from  information  obtained  by  enquiry  from  the  certifying  practioner 
or  otherwise,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  have  reason  for 
including  such  deaths,  especially  those  of  infants,  under  the  specific 
term  “Diarrhoea.” 


Deaths  from  diarrhoea  secondary  to  some  other  well-defined  disease 
should  be  included  under  the  latter. 


The  instruction  as  to  the  classification  of  Diarrhoea  deaths  is 
important.  It  is  the  outcome  of  an  enquiry  undertaken  by  the 
Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  which  resulted  in  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians 
who  arrived  at  a  decision  on  the  subject  which  is  embodied  in  the 
above  Note  (c).  A  memorandum  on  this  matter  (kindly  supplied 
by  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health)  has  been  sent  to  every 
practitioner  in  the  district,  and  a  general  observance  of  the 
authorised  nomenclature  in  the  certification  of  deaths  will  do  away 
with  the  confusion  hitherto  existing  which  has  seriously  vitiated  all 
statistics  relating  to  this  disease. 
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In  connection  with  Table  IV.  the  following  facts  may  be 

noted. 

(a) .  There  was  no  marked  excess  of  mortality,  in  any  one  quarter. 

(b) .  The  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  is  well  below  the  average,  but  the 

addition  of  the  8  deaths  from  other  tubercular  diseases  raises  the  aggregate 
considerably  above  it. 

(c) .  The  mortality  from  Cancer  practically  coincides  with  the  decennial  mean. 

(d) .  Among  the  nine  deaths  assigned  to  “  Premature  Births  55  are  those  of  four 

twins  and  of  one  illegitimate  child. 

(e) .  Of  the  deaths  occurring  in  Shaldon,  no  less  than  12,  i.e.  54-5  per  cent 

of  the  total,  were  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age.  The  longevity  of 
many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  village  has  often  been  referred  to  in 
previous  reports. 

(f) .  The  two  deaths  due  to  “Epidemic  Influenza,”  both  of  aged  persons  (76 

and  84  respectively)  occurred  in  January  in  which  month  it  was  also 
certified  as  the  secondary  cause  of  death  in  one  case.  The  average 
mortality  attributed  to  this  cause  during  the  previous  8  years  was  4*25. 

(g) .  Among  the  Zymotics,  Enteric  Fever,  is,  for  the  second  year  in  succession, 

absent  from  the  record,  as  are  also  the  other  notifiable  diseases.  The  two 
deaths  appearing  under  “Diarrhoea”  were  of  persons  aged  respectively 
59  and  69  ;  the  former,  which  occurred  in  July,  is  undoubtedly  correctly 
classified,  but  as  to  the  latter  (registered  in  March)  there  is  considerable 
doubt ;  I  have  not  however  fell  justified  in  excluding  it. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  for  the  whole  district  is  0*45,  but  as 
the  Shaldon  column  is  blank,  the  rate  for  Teignmouth  becomes 
eo’53.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  incidence  of  this  group  of 
diseases  is  as  a  rule  so  unequal  in  the  two  main  divisions  of  the 
district,  it  seems  advisable  to  retain — though  in  a  slightly  modified 
form — the  customary  Table  dealing  with  Zymotic  mortality  in 
Teignmouth  only.  It  is  here  given. 
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Table  V.  Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  in  Teignmouth 
alone ,  from  the  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the  year  1900, 
and  in  the  previous  Ten  Years. 


Year. 

Measles. 

t  _ 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

a  £D 

3 

p.  o 

.a 

£ 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

Total. 

Zymotic 

Death  Rate. 

1890 

1 

R 

2 

4 

10 

1*45 

1891 

1 

1 

2 

0-29 

1892 

3 

2 

5 

0*73 

1893 

4 

5 

3 

2 

14 

2*03 

1894 

1 

k 

0 

6 

0-87 

1895 

5 

1 

2 

3 

11 

1-59 

1896 

1 

1 

014 

1897 

1 

2 

2 

5 

10 

1  45 

1898 

3 

3 

0-43 

1899 

2 

6 

6 

14 

2  00 

Av’rage 

for  10 

0-8 

o-i 

0-6 

1-7 

2-2 

2-2 

7-6 

1-098 

years. 

1900 

1 

1 

2 

4-0 

0  53 

The  noteworthy  points  are  : — The  low  death  rate  ;  less  than 
one  half  the  decennial  mean,  and  only  a  little  more  than  one  fourth 
of  that  of  the  previous  year. — The  complete  absence  of  Typhoid 
deaths. — And  the  fall  of  the  Diarrhoea  total  below  the  average. — 
The  inference  is  permissible  that  the  improvements  in  house 
sanitation  which  have  been  for  many  years  past  steadily  effected 
throughout  the  district  are  already  exercising  a  beneficial  influence 
upon  the  public  health. 


England  and  Wales. 

Birth  Rate 
Death  Rate  (Gross) 

»  »  (Nett) 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 
Infantile 


)) 


recapitulate  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  whole 
the  corresponding  figures  for  the  whole  of 

Teignmouth  and  Shaldon. 

England  and  Wales. 

18*67 

28‘9 

14-91 

18*3 

13*66 

o*45 

2*0 

146-34 

154 

I  nf  ectious  Diseases. 

Table  III  which  here  follows,  records  the  number  of  cases  of 
Notifiable  Disease  in  the  whole  District  and  in  each  locality 
separately. 


Table  III.  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TEIGNMOUTH. 
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No.  of  Cases  removed 
to  Hospital 

FROM  EACH  LOCALITY. 

I 

i 

1  1 

•ucp[vqg  |  |  o 

1  1 

•qinomu^x 

i— i  rH 

t 

•q^nomuj, 

Total  Cases 
Notified  in  each 
Locality. 

1 

•uoppeqg  |  o  o  © 

1 

<=> 

•mnomu.x  !  „ 

qsaAV 

b- 

•q^nocu^x 

<M  (M 

Cases  Notified  in  Whole 
District. 

At  Ages. — Years. 

•  • 

Q-  x 

JO  —  | 

SO  5=3  SS 
-8  & 

25 

to  65. 

(N 

»d  1 

lO  Ol 

i— i 

o 

CO  rH 

1 

5 

to  15. 

! 

1 

1 

to  5. 

Un¬ 
der  1 

At 

all 

Ages. 

co 

Notifiable 

Disease. 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 
Membranous  croup 
Erysipelas 

Scarlet  fever 

Typhus  fever 

Enteric  fever 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  fever  ... 
Puerperal  fever 
Plague  .  . 

Totals 

J 

Notes. — The  localities  adopted  for  this  table  should  be  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  IY. 

State  the  name  of  the  isolation  hospital,  if  any,  used  by  the  sick  of  thp  district.  Mark  (H)  the  locality  in 
which  it  is  situated,  or  if  not  within  the  district,  state  where  it  is  situated,  and  in  what  district. 


The  figures  call  for  no  special  comment,  except  that  the 
absence  of  notifications  from  Shaldon,  and  the  freedom  of  young 
children  from  the  very  limited  incidence  of  Scarlatina  should 
be  noted. 

For  purposes  of  comparison  a  Table,  slightly  modified  in 
form,  but  otherwise  similar  to  that  in  use  in  previous  reports, 
is  included. 

Table  VI. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  New  Cases  of  Notifiable  Disease 
occurring  in  the  whole  District  in  the  year  1900 ,  and  in 

the  previous  ten  years. 


Av’rage 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

for  10 
years . 
1890-99 

1900 

Scarlatina 

20 

15 

9 

22 

13 

6 

23 

24 

6 

2 

14*0 

4 

Diphtheria 

4 

— 

2 

13 

4 

3 

— 

1 

— • 

— 

2-7 

Enteric  Fever 
Simple 

11 

7 

19 

10 

21 

14 

13 

16 

18 

5 

13-4 

3 

Continued  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

o-i 

Puerperal  Fever.., 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

0-4 

Erysipelas 

2 

14 

9 

11 

7 

6 

4 

2 

7 

2 

6-4 

4 

Totals 

37 

37 

39 

57 

46 

30 

40 

44 

31 

9 

37-0 

11 

The  small  total,  only  slightly  exceeding  one  fourth  of  the 
average  ;  and  the  fall  in  the  number  of  cases  of  enteric  fever 
well  below  the  previous  minimum  (in  1899),  are  noteworthy  points. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  though  each  responsible 
for  one  death,  have  been  very  limited  in  extent  :  the  latter 
disease  exhibits  a  tendency  to  somewhat  wider  prevalence  at 
the  close  of  the  year  ;  School  attendance  being  a  potent  factor 
in  determining  its  spread. 

Summer  Diarrhcea,  (Zymotic  or  Epidemic  Enteritis)  has 
been  conspicuous  by  its  rarity. 

Epidemic  Influenza,  widely  prevalent  at  the  end  of  1899 
extended  generally  during  January  ;  with  the  approach  of  Spring 
it  gradually  disappeared  and  during  the  last  nine  months  I  have 
not  heard  of  a  well  marked  case. 
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Tuberculosis.  The  ravages  of  this  disease  and  the  measures 
to  be  adopted  both  for  its  prevention  and  cure  continue  to  occupy 
a  large  share  of  public  attention.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  the  scheme  outlined  in  my  last  Annual  Report  and  cordially 
adopted  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  has  met  with  but  scanty 
support.  The  main  suggestious  were  as  follows  : — 

(i.)  The  medical  practitioners  in  the  district  to  be  asked  if  they  will  voluntarily 
notify  to  the  Authority  all  cases  of  Phthisis  conning  to  their  knowledge. 
A  fee  should  be  paid  for  each  such  notification^. 

The  Authority  resolved  that  the  fee  should  be  half-a-crown  ;  but  only 
two  of  the  medical  men  communicated  with  responded,  in  each  case  to  the 
effect  that  they  would  be  willing  to  notify,  subject  to  the  patient’s  consent. 
No  notifications,  however,  have  been  received. 

(2.)  On  receipt  of  this  notification  a  memorandum  conveying  in  simple  terms 
the  important  facts  as  to  the  infectiousness  of  the  disease  and  the  best  way 
of  checking  its  spread  to  be  sent  to  the  householder  concerned. 

Copies  of  the  admirable  handbill  drawn  up  by  the  County  Council  of 
Devon  are  held  in  readiness  for  this  purpose  ;  but,  owing  to  the  absence 
of  notifications,  they  have  been  very  sparingly  used.  Copies  of  the 
corresponding  handbill  have  been  sent  to  every  Cowkeeper  in  the  District. 

(3.)  Free  supply  of  disinfectants  in  poor  cases. 

(4.)  The  Registrar  of  Deaths  to  be  asked  if  he  will  kindly  inform  the  Authority 
of  every  death  registered  from  tuberculosis  in  order  that  disinfection  of  the 
rooms,  etc.  may  be  advised  and  offered  gratuitously.  The  medical  practitioners 
to  be  informed  that  such  free  disinfection  will  also  be  carried  out  after 
removals. 

No  such  information  has  been  received  from  the  Registrar.  In  two 
cases,  after  death  from  phthisis,  disinfection  has  been  asked  for  by  the 
medical  attendant  and  has  been  performed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I  would  recommend  that  a  further  effort  be  made  to  secure 
practical  adoption  of  this  scheme  by  again  communicating  it  to 
the  local  medical  practitioners  and  the  registrar  of  deaths,  for  I 
feel  sure  that,  if  consistently  carried  out,  it  cannot  fail  to  have  a 
salutary  effect  in  helping  to  limit  the  spread  of  this  fatal  disease 
and  in  gradually  dissipating  that  widespread  public  ignorance 
on  the  subject  which  at  present  constitutes  the  chief  obstacle  to 
preventive  measures.  It  is  appropriate  here  to  emphasise  the  fact 
that  exactly  one  eighth  of  the  total  mortality  in  this  district  during 
the  past  year  was  due  to  one  form  or  another  of  tubercular  disease 
(15  deaths  out  of  120.) 

Isolation  Hospital.  While  there  is  no  change  to  be 
recorded  in  the  accommodation  actually  provided,  the  question 
has  received  attention,  and  important  steps  have  been  taken 
towards  meeting  the  long  felt  want  of  a  Sanatorium  sufficient  for 
the  joint  needs  of  the  Port  and  Urban  districts.  The  Authority, 
having  decided  to  add  to  the  existing  building,  has  resolved  to 
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levy  a  special  rate  to  defray  the  cost.  The  Surveyor’s  plans,  after 
undergoing  repeated  modification  have  been  adopted,  and  his 
detailed  estimates  are  now  awaited.  This  really  urgent  matter 
calls  for  energetic  action  on  the  part  of  the  Council  ;  the  utter 
inadequacy  of  the  existing  provision  for  isolation  has  been  always 
insisted  on,  and  no  good  purpose  would  be  served  by  enlarging 
upon  it  here.  Suffice  it  to  mention  episodes  of  the  past  year  : — 
A  girl,  suffering  from  Enteric  Fever,  was  admitted  on  18th  July  ; 
on  2  ist  August,  when  almost  convalescent,  she  was  attacked  by 
Scarlatina,  the  latter  disease  being  clearly  contracted  in  the 
Hospital  ;  and  as  there  had  been  no  case  of  Scarlatina  for  nearly 
twelve  months  we  were  afforded  a  valuable  object  lesson  as  to  the 
impossibility  of  efficiently  disinfecting  the  ward  ;  the  cost  of  this 
lesson  being  shared  by  the  unlucky  sufferer  and  the  ratepayers 
responsible  for  her  maintenance.  On  the  date  of  Dr.  Reece’s 
visit,  15th  September,  the  building,  which  is  nominally  for  the 
accommodation  of  cases  arriving  in  the  Port,  was  occupied  by  the 
Scarlatina  patient  just  referred  to  ;  so  that,  had  we  been  compelled 
to  deal  with  a  case  of  plague  there  would  have  been  no  place  in 
which  to  isolate  it.  Fortunately  the  difficulty  did  not  on  this 
occasion  arise. 

With  all  its  disadvantages  the  existing  building  does  valuable 
service,  and  is  maintained  in  the  highest  state  of  efficiency  of 
which  it  is  capable  by  the  skilful  management  of  the  matron, 
Miss  Hawson.  Two  cases  have  been  admitted  during  the  past 
twelve  months  :  one  of  enteric  fever,  after  a  stay  of  nine  weeks, 
was  discharged,  cured  :  the  second,  Scarlatina,  was  received  on 
December  2nd,  and  remained  a  patient  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Disinfecting  Apparatus.  Nothing  has  been  done  towards 
meeting  this  need.  The  Local  Government  Board  declines  to 
approve  of  the  site  selected  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  viz  :  the 
top  of  the  sewage  tank,  and  no  other  more  satisfactory  site  can  be 
suggested  :  how  this  dead  lock  is  to  be  removed,  I  do  not  know. 

Weekly  returns  of  newly  notified  cases  of  sickness  have  been 
regularly  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  Board  throughout 
the  year. 

By  a  memorandum  of  the  Local  Government  Board  dated 
12th  September,  1900  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Notification  Act  were  extended  so  as  to  apply  to  plague. 

Information  of  the  landing  of  persons  from  ports  infected 
with  plague  has  in  several  instances,  been  received  from  the 
Sanitary  Authorities  of  the  ports  of  disembarkation  :  and  such 
persons  have  been  kept  under  observation  for  the  necessary  period. 
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Water  Supply. 

In  accordance  with  custom  I  here  include  a  report,  kindly 
furnished  by  Mr.  C.  Jones,  upon  the  water  supply  of  the  district. 

Surveyor’s  Report  on  Water  Supply,  1900. 


Statistics. 

Number  of  houses  supplied. 

Low  Level  ...  ...  ...  1154 

High  Level  ...  ...  ...  401 

1555 


LOW  LEVEL  SUPPLY. 


1900. 

Galls. 

DAILY  SUPPLY. 

Max.  Galls.  Min.  Galls.  Av.  Galls 

January 

4,017, 100 

167,000 

86,500 

129,538 

February 

3,463,800 

176,000 

69,200 

123,707 

March 

4,080,500 

158,600 

94,900 

131,629 

April 

3,917,500 

174,300 

86,700 

130,583 

May 

3,294,900 

151,000 

77,500 

106,287 

June 

3,072,500 

122,700 

71,600 

102,416 

July 

3,446,900 

128,700 

82,900 

114,097 

August 

3,233,300 

138,800 

37,400 

104,290 

September 

2,281,000 

127,900 

33,600 

76,033 

October 

1,722,800 

85,100 

3L900 

55,ooo 

November 

1,889,400 

87,000 

38,5oo 

62,980 

December 

3,742,300 

175,200 

69,700 

120,719 

Total  38,162,000 


AVERAGES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Galls.  Galls. 

Monthly.  3,180,166.  Daily.  104,553. 

HOURS  OF  SUPPLY. 

1900. 

January  ...  ...  Constant. 

February  ...  ...  ,, 

March  ...  ...  ,, 
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WATER  SUPPLY.— Hours  of  Supply,  Continued. 


April  1st  to  23rd 

Constant. 

24th  and  25th  ... 

7.15  a.m.  to  10  p.m. 

26th 

,,  ,,  9  ,, 

27th 

,,  ,»  8-30  ), 

28th  and  29th  ... 

, »  , »  8  ,  , 

30th  and  31st  ... 

, ,  , ,  ^  0  ,, 

May  1st 

55  55  9*3°  55 

2nd 

55  55  9  55 

3rd  and  4th 

55  55  ^o  ,, 

5th  to  8th 

Constant. 

9th  to  31st 

Gradually  reduced  from  7.15  a.m.  to  10  p.m.,  to 
7.15  a.m.,  to  6.30  p.m. 

June  1st  to  13th 

7.15  a.m.  to  6.30  p.m. 

14th 

55  55  6. 15  55 

15th 

55  55  6  ,, 

1 6th  to  30th 

55  55  5-3°  55 

July 

Gradually  reduced  from  7.15  a.m.  to  5.30  p.m., 
to  4  p.m. 

August 

Gradually  reduced  from  7.15  a.m.  to  4  p.m., 
to  2  pun. 

September 

Supplying  in  sections,  gradually  reduced  from  7.15 
a.m.  to  2  p.m.  to  11.30  a.m. 

October 

Supplying  in  sections  from  7. 15  a.m.  to  11.30  a.m. 

November  1st  to  6th  ... 

Supplying  in  sections  from  7. 15  a.m.  to  11.45  a-m* 

7th  to  30th  ... 

Supplying  whole  district  at  once  7.15  a.m.  to  12 
noon  gradually  increased  to  7.15  a.m.  to  2.15  p.m. 

December  1st  to  6th  ... 

Gradually  increased  from  7. 15  a.m.  to  2.15  p.m. 
to  5  p.m. 

7th  to  31st  ... 

Constant. 

HIGH  LEVEL  SUPPLY. 


1900. 

galls. 

January 

1,032,400 

February 

968,600 

March 

1,135,600 

April 

1,221,900 

May 

1,201,800 

June 

1,076,600 

July 

1,222,600 

August 

1,223,900 

September 

1,126,700 

October 

924,300 

November 

91 5,300 

December 

981,100 

DAILY  SUPPLY. 


Max.  Galls. 

Min.  Galls. 

Av.  Galls 

36,200 

■ 

29,700 

33,033 

36,900 

32,000 

34,592 

41,500 

32,900 

36,632 

50,400 

33,400 

40,730 

41,200 

34,800 

3  8,767 

39, 100 

24,700 

35, 886 

45,400 

35,00° 

39,374 

45,3°° 

35, 800 

39,48o 

42,600 

34,ooo 

37,556 

39,5oo 

22,200 

29,816 

34,100 

28,000 

3°, 510 

36,000 

29,200 

3I»648 

Total  13,030,800 
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AVERAGES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Galls.  Galls. 

Monthly.  1,085,900.  Daily.  35,698. 

SUMMARY. 

Gallons. 

Low  Level  ...  ...  ...  38,162,000 

High  Level  ...  ...  ...  13,030,800 

51,192,800 


AVERAGES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Galls. 

Monthly.  4,266,066. 


Galls. 
Daily.  142,993. 


HAZELDOWN  RESERVOIR. 


Capacity  2,000,000  gallons,  divided  into  two  compartment. 


No.  1.  Depth  of  Water  when  full  ...  ...  14ft.  8ins. 

No.  2.  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  15ft. 


1900. 

No.  1. 

No.  2. 

I  January 

• .  . 

8ft.  7ins. 

1  iins. 

I  February 

.  .  . 

13ft.  o4ins. 

3ft.  24ms. 

I  March 

.  .  . 

14ft.  7ins. 

lift.  1  in. 

I  April 

•  • 

14ft.  74ins. 

14ft.  nins. 

4  April 

14ft.  8ins. 

15ft. 

I  May 

. .  . 

14ft.  o4ins. 

14ft.  44ins. 

1  June 

... 

13ft.  9ins. 

14ft.  1  in. 

I  July 

... 

12ft.  9ins. 

13ft.  04ms. 

1  August 

r  .  » 

I  oft.  9ins. 

lift.  iin. 

1  September 

7ft.  3ins. 

7ft.  7ins. 

I  October 

.  *4 

1  ft.  4ms. 

ift.  8ins. 

I  November 

ift.  8|ins. 

1  iins. 

1  December 

... 

4ft.  oiins. 

ift.  3ms. 

31  December 

»  •  • 

9ft.  7^ins. 

ift. 

On  4th  April,  1900,  the  Reservoir  was  sealed  by  Colonel  R.  J. 
Morrison,  Chairman  of  the  Council,  depth  of  water,  No.  1  14ft.  Sins. 
No.  2,  15ft.,  on  14th  April,  1900,  the  seals  were  broken  by  Colonel 
Morrison,  depth  of  water,  No.  1,  14ft.  Sins.  No.  2,  15ft.,  this  test 
definitely  settled  the  question  as  to  the  tightness  or  otherwise  of 
the  Reservoir,  and  was  done  at  the  express  wish  of  the  Surveyor. 
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QUANTITY  OF  WATER  IN  STORE. 

31st  December,  1900. 

Galls. 

Hazeldown  Reservoir  ...  ...  ...  600,000 

Landscore  Reservoir  ...  ...  ...  300,000 

900,000 

Depth  of  Water  in  Mylor  Well  ...  ...  67ft.  loins. 

RAINFALL. 

Landscore  Reservoir,  120  feet  above  O.D.  fixed  7th  May,  1900. 
Cemetery  325  ,,  ,,  nth 

DIAMETER  OF  FUNNELS  8  INCHES. 


LANDSCORE. 

CEMETERY. 

1900. 

ins. 

No  of  days 
on  which 

Greatest  fall 
in  24  hours. 

ins. 

No  of  days 
on  which 

Greatest  fall 
in  24  hours. 

•01  fell 

ins. 

Date. 

•01  fell 

ins. 

Date. 

June 

3*02 

17 

*47 

15th 

2  *8 1 

17 

*46 

15  th 

July 

•58 

8 

•18 

30th 

•64 

7 

•26 

3°th 

August 

1  *8i 

13 

•38 

10th 

2*11 

16 

’47 

8th 

September  ... 

•90 

6 

•28 

2nd 

•83 

6 

•26 

3rd 

October 

1  *92 

15 

*66 

5th 

1  *66 

IS 

•61 

5  th 

November  ... 

378 

19 

77 

7th 

3  *65 

20 

’57 

7th 

December  ... 

6*16 

24 

•99 

31st 

5^3 

26 

•90 

31st 

18*17  102  1 7  *33  107 


The  rainfall  registered  by  Captain  Horner  at  Bonnicliff  260 
feet  above  the  sea  level  for  the  same  period  was  i6'90  inches  in 
104  days  ;  and  by  W.  B.  Harris,  Esq.,  at  Woodlands,  98  feet 
above  sea  level  was  17-00  inches  in  98  days.  On  5th  October  *46  ins, 
of  the  *66  registered  fell  in  three  parts  of  an  hour.  These 
records  are  of  interest  as  showing  how  the  rainfall  varies  in  the 
district  at  various  levels  and  in  short  distances. 

High  Level. 

The  supply  to  the  High  Level  has  been  the  most  satisfactory 
for  years,  the  complaints  have  been  few  and  far  between.  The 
value  of  Hazeldown  Reservoir  has  been  demonstrated  this  year, 
at  the  time  of  the  trouble  on  the  Low  Level  supply,  the  High  Level 


i8 


was  supplied  entirely  from  the  Reservoir,  and  we  were  able  to 
devote  the  whole  of  the  pumping  to  the  Low  Level,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  this  provision,  the  condition  of  things  in  the  District  as 
regards  water  supply  would  have  been  much  worse  than  it  was. 


Shaldon. 

The  supply  to  the  Shaldon  Ward  has  been  satisfactory,  the 
minimum  number  of  hours  during  which  the  water  was  supplied 
daily  was  12.  During  the  year  12,368,40 2  gallons  were  pumped  in 
4,494  hours. 


Haldon  Spring. 

The  work  of  relaying  the  pipes  and  clearing  the  heading  was 
stopped  on  19th  April,  1900,  recommenced  2nd  October  and 
finally  completed  29th  October.  The  result  has  been  highly 
satisfactory,  on  1st  October  the  gauge  was  registering  7574*4 
gallons  per  24  hours,  on  20th  Octoher  when  the  work  of  clearing 
was  finished  this  was  increased  without  any  rain  to  10,026  gallons 
per  24  hours.  Previous  to  the  clearing  the  greatest  depth 
registered  by  me  was  if  inches,  or  35, 524^8  gallons  per  24  hours, 
on  1st  January,  1901,  3  inches  or  81,662  gallons  per  24  hours  was 
registered.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  Hazeldown  Reservoir  will  be 
full  two  months  sooner  than  last  year,  and  pumping  suspended, 
the  saving  affected  will  repay  the  money  spent  in  three  or 
four  years. 

GENERAL. 

For  the  first  time  complete  and  accurate  returns  of  the 
quantity  of  water  supplied  can  be  made,  the  total  being  51,192,800 
gallons,  an  average  daily  supply  of  142,(193  gallons  per  head,  equal 
to  20'42  gallons  per  head  per  day  for  a  population  of  7,000.  Of 
the  quantity  supplied  it  is  estimated  30  million  gallons  were 
delivered  from  Mylor,  that  the  Coombe  Brook  yielded  15  million 
gallons  and  the  Haldon  Spring  6  million  gallons. 

Although  the  quantity  supplied  is  far  from  sufficient  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  years  supply  would  have  been  very  satisfactory, 
but  an  unfortunate  accident  on  the  26th  August  upset  all  calcula¬ 
tions  and  arrangements,  and  it  is  as  well  to  place  upon  record 
exactly  what  occurred.  On  Sunday  26th  August,  eomplaints  were 
received  of  insufficient  supplies,  this  could  not  in  any  way  be 
accounted  for  as  Landscore  Reservoir  was  full.  It  was  at  first 
thought  that  a  serious  leak  had  broken  out  as  the  Deacon’s  meter 
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in  Coombe  Road  was  registering  water  as  passing  at  the  rate  of 
10,000  gallons  per  hoar,  yet  the  pressure  gauge  in  the  office  only 
recorded  bare  io  lbs  pressure  per  square  inch  instead  of  from  35 
to  40  lbs  ,  a  night  inspection  on  Monday  27th  August  resulted  in 
nothing  in  the  way  of  leakage  being  discovered  ;  the  pressure 
gauge  further  proved  this,  35  lbs.  pressure  was  recorded,  but  it 
was  found  that  the  main  was  partially  choked  between  the  Coombe 
Road  meters  and  Landscore  Reservoir  ;  on  Tuesday  28th,  the 
valve  immediately  outside  the  Reservoir  was  opened,  the  inlet  was 
found  to  be  nearly  closed  with  lead,  18  lbs.  were  removed,  it  was 
hoped  that  the  difficulty  had  been  overcome,  the  water  was  turned 
on  at  6.15  p.m.  by  8  p.m.  there  was  20  lbs.  pressure,  this  was 
considered  satisfactory,  there  was  no  trouble  on  Wednesday,  but 
on  Thursday  matters  were  as  bad  as  ever,  the  Coombe  meters 
were  taken  to  pieces,  everything  was  found  to  be  clear,  the 
water  was  turned  on  at  the  Reservoir,  and  it  was  distinctly  heard 
to  receive  a  sudden  check  a  short  distance  outside  the  Reservoir, 
and  when  it  reached  the  meter  chamber,  instead  of  shooting 
across,  it  simply  dropped  out  of  the  pipe.  The  main  was  searched 
in  Landscore  Road  and  on  Saturday  afternoon  the  top  of  the  main 
was  found,  and  upon  tapping  it  a  large  quantity  of  compressed  air 
was  released,  and  this  was  what  had  been  causing  all  the  trouble. 
The  first  difficulty  created  another ;  during  the  week  the  supply 
had  been  so  bad  that  every  cistern  on  the  Low  Level  was  empty, 
when  the  main  was  clear  there  was  such  a  demand  that  the  water 
was  lowered  in  the  Reservoir  to  that  extent,  that  the  pressure  was 
reduced,  preventing  the  water  from  reaching  the  top  cisterns  :  this 
head  was  not  recovered  until  the  17th  October. 

During  August  and  September  959,100  gallons  more  were 
supplied  than  in  the  corrresponding  months  of  1899.  Yet  in  spite 
of  this,  although  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  1899,  the  supply 
during  those  months  was  the  worst  since  my  appointment, 
entirely  owing  to  the  unfortunate  occurrence,  and  altogether  this 
season  has  been  the  most  trying  and  has  again  clearly  demonstrated 
the  absolute  necessity  of  obtaining  additional  water,  as  it  is 
undesirable  that  any  town  should  be  in  such  a  position  that  a 
simple  accident  would  disorganise  its  water  supply  for  a  lengthened 
period,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  Urban  District  Council 
are  seriously  taking  the  question  of  providing  an  additional  supply 
into  consideration  and  have  schemes  before  them  which  have  that 
object  in  view. 


CHRIS.  JONES, 

Surveyor. 


January,  1900. 
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Iii  commenting  upon  the  Surveyor’s  interesting  report  I  wish, 
first  of  all,  to  emphasise  the  point  which  he  has  clearly  brought 
out,  that  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  supply  during  August  and 
September  exceeded  by  959,100  gallons  the  corresponding  supply 
in  1899,  severe  hardship  was  caused  by  scarcity  of  water  during 
this  very  period.  Water  was  more  plentiful  than  in  the  previous 
year,  but  owing  to  the  unforseen  accident  described  by  Mr.  Jones, 
its  distribution  was  so  interfered  with  that  the  individual  consumer 
felt  the  lack  of  it  sorely.  In  consequence  of  this,  strong  public 
pressure  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Sanitary  Authority 
which  is  now  using  every  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  most  suitable 
means  of  providing  the  district  with  a  constant  water  supply.  The 
question  is  being  attacked  with  energy  and  determination,  and 
there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  during  the  current  year  the 
solution  of  this  longstanding  difficulty  will  be  found. 


The  augmentation  in  the  supply  yielded  by  the  work  on  the 
u  Haldon  Spring,”  described  by  the  Surveyor  is  important. 


Accompanied  by  the  Surveyor  I  have  been  over  the  whole  of 
the  gathering  ground  of  the  Coombe  Brook,  and  together  we  have 
presented  a  joint  report  upon  this  important  subject.  As  has  been 
previously  pointed  out  on  many  occasions,  the  stream  in  question 
is  open  to  serious  pollution  by  drainage  from  the  dwellings  and 
farms  at  Lower  Buddleford  and  Venn  :  as  a  result  of  our  inspection 
we  recommended  the  Authority  either  to  discontinue  the  use  of  the 
water  altogether  for  purposes  of  public  supply  or  to  take  such  steps 
as  might  be  necessary  to  do  away  with  the  grave  danger  of 
pollution.  In  pursuit  of  the  latter  alternative  notices  have  been 
served  upon  the  occupiers  concerned  to  divert  their  sewage  of 
their  houses  from  the  brook,  and  a  small  sub-committee  has  been 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  owner  of  the  land  I  am  doubtful 
as  to  much  benefit  resulting  from  these  steps  and  am  anxious  here 
to  insist  in  the  strongest  possible  terms  that  the  total  abandonment 
of  this  doubtful  source  of  supply  must  form  an  essential  part  of 
whatever  large  scheme  the  Authority  may  eventually  adopt. 


Analyses  of  samples  taken  from  the  brook  in  December,  both 
before  and  after  filtration,  indicated  that  the  small  polarite  filter 
at  Coombe  was  becoming  inefficient.  It  has  been  completely 
cleansed  and  relaid.  With  the  above  single  exception  the  regular 
analyses  of  the  public  water  supply  have  given  very  satisfactory 
results 


Miscellaneous. 


In  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  I  have  made  regular  systematic  inspections  of  the  district 
and  have  from  time  to  time  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Committee 
such  matters  as  appeared  to  call  for  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Authority.  In  all  I  have  personally  inspected  47  houses. 

I  have  regularly  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Council, 
Sanitary  Committee  and  (frequently)  Water  Committee,  and  have 
advised  them  on  many  of  the  matters  referred  to  in  this  Report. 
I  am  also  in  constant  conference  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  as  to 
his  work  and  the  general  administration  of  the  health  department. 

As  already  stated,  I  have,  in  conjunction  with  the  Surveyor, 
specially  reported  upon  the  gathering  ground  of  the  Coombe 
Brook,  an  important  source  of  water  supply. 

I  have  also,  upon  a  number  of  occasions,  visited  and  inspected 
the  sanitary  arrangements  at  the  Exeter  Road  Board  Schools,  and 
in  June  presented  a  special  report  upon  the  subject,  in  which  I 
definitely  asserted  the  existence  of  three  separate  nuisances. 
Instead  of  serving  a  notice  upon  the  School  Board  to  abate  these 
nuisances,  the  Authority  forwarded  a  copy  of  my  report :  this  was 
referred  by  the  recipients  to  their  own  architect,  and  there  the 
matter  rests.  A  precisely  similar  course  was  followed  in  1896 
when  the  trough  closets  in  question  were  first  condemned  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself.  Why  the  School  Board  should  be 
treated  in  such  a  matter  with  greater  leniency  and  consideration 
than  is  shewn  to  a  private  individual  is  difficult  of  explanation  : 
surely  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  ensure  that  the 
large  number  of  children  attending  the  Schools  are  provided  with 
the  most  efficient  conveniences  possible.  The  apathy  of  the 
Teignmouth  School  Board  is  emphasised  by  contrast  with  the  case 
of  Shaldon,  where,  when  this  matter  was  first  reported  upon  in 
1896,  the  requirements  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  were  promptly 
met  in  a  public  spirited  manner  and  the  closet  accommodation 
brought  up  to  date  :  as  were  also — at  the  same  time — the 
arrangements  at  the  Roman  Catholic  Schools. 

The  offensive  smell  which  at  times  pervades  the  lower 
portions  of  the  town  and  is  popularly  believed  to  proceed  from 
the  sewage  tank,  is  receiving  my  careful  consideration.  That  the 
sewage  tank  itself  has  nothing  to  do  with  it,  I  am  convinced  ;  my 
impression  being  that  the  stench  is  caused  by  the  putrefaction 
of  dead  seaweed  left  uncovered  on  Salty  by  the  receding  tide  :  we 
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have  already  had  experience  of  how  grave  a  nuisance  can  be 
caused  by  decaying  seaweed  (vide  Annual  Report  for  1895,  p,  22). 
A  special  report  upon  this  matter  is  in  preparation. 

Early  in  the  year  it  was  determined  to  carry  the  outfall  pipe 
from  the  sewage  tank  well  into  the  bed  of  the  river  ;  considerable 
correspondence  with  the  Board  of  Trade  ensued  and  the  work 
has  not  yet  been  carried  out. 

A  new  9-inch  sewer  has  been  laid  in  the  Buckeridge  Road. 
A  new  sewer  has  also  been  laid  in  Regent  Gardens,  an  important 
improvement,  the  houses  being  previously  most  unsatisfactorily 
drained,  and  several  cases  of  typhoid  having  occurred  in  one  of 
them  during  recent  years. 

The  Inspector  reported  in  November  that  the  overflow  from 
the  cesspools  of  several  villas  in  the  Dawlish  Road,  and  the  entire 
sewage  from  one  of  them,  passed  into  an  old  drain  which 
eventually  discharges  on  to  the  beach.  A  special  report  upon  this 
matter  by  the  Surveyor  and  myself  is  now  pending  ;  the  question 
is  a  complicated  one  and  the  best  means  of  dealing  with  it  not 
very  evident. 

Defects  in  house  drainage  continue  to  receive  unremitting 
attention  at  the  hands  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  :  the  tabulated 
statement  accompanying  his  report  shews  the  amount  of  valuable 
reform  effected  in  this  connection.  His  persevering  and 
successful  efforts  during  many  past  years  to  secure  improvements 
in  domestic  sanitation  have  placed  the  district,  in  this  particular 
respect,  upon  a  high  level  of  excellence. 

A  new  apparatus  for  applying  the  smoke  test  to  drains  has 
recently  been  provided. 

Plans  of  71  new  buildings  have  been  submitted,  and  with  one 
exception,  have  conformed  with  the  byelaws  and  have  been 
passed.  The  question  of  the  width  of  new  streets  has  been 
frequently  under  discussion  and  the  Authority  at  length  shews 
signs  that  it  realises  its  responsibility  in  this  matter,  and  is 
determined  in  the  future  to  rigidly  enforce  the  byelaws. 

In  this  connection,  a  resolution  has  been  passed,  in  my 
absence,  providing  that  in  future  the  Medical  Officer’s  Annual 
Reports  be  submitted  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  before  being 
printed.  This  resolution  surely  does  not  enhance  the  dignity  of 
the  Council. 
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Under  Public  Healths  Act  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Sec.  29,  the 
licences  of  three  slaughter  houses  have  been  renewed.  One 
new  slaughter  house  has  been  built  on  plans  duly  approved.  I 
would  again  refer  to  the  question  of  a  Public  Abattoir  as  being 
worthy  of  consideration  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 


Under  the  same  Act,  Sec.  23,  (2)  the  Sanitary  Committee  has 
been  instructed  to  draft  Byelaws.  It  appeared  to  the  Committee 
however  that  the  proposed  regulations  would  press  too  severely 
upon  the  owners  of  houses  erected  prior  to  the  time  mentioned  in 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Sec.  157  ;  the  matter  has  consequently 
been  allowed  to  drop.  The  powers  conferred  by  this  Section  are 
however  so  important  that  they  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of. 


H  ousing  of  the  Working  Classses  Act.  No  special  inspections  of 
dwellings  have  been  called  for. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Mr.  Drake  is  the  Inspector  under 
this  Act  and  his  proceedings  will  be  found  recorded  in  his 
separate  report.  Samples  of  beer  from  each  of  the  local  breweries 
have  been  examined  and  found  free  from  arsenic  :  the  amount  of 
common  salt  varied  from  20  to  40^8  grains  per  gallon  (maximum 
allowed  by  excise,  50  grains  per  gallon.) 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  Sec.  14,  is  system¬ 
atically  carried  out. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Acts,  1878-1891.  The  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  of  very  limited  application  in  this  district,  but 
it  is  not  overlooked.  Some  difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting  the 
lists  of  outworkers  kept  up  to  date. 

The  Private  Streets  Works  Act  has  been  applied  to  Grove 
Avenue,  Chelsea  Place  and  Globe  Lane. 

House  and  Street  Scavenging  have  been  efficiently  carried  out 
by  the  Surveyor’s  staff,  and  though,  in  the  absence  of  a  more 
satisfactory  alternative,  the  old  and  objectionable  practice  of 
tipping  the  rubbish  on  agricultural  land  is  still  adhered  to,  it  has 
been  managed  in  such  a  \yay  that  complaints  have  been  much  less 
common  than  in  former  years.  The  question  of  burning  the 
refuse  has  again  been  under  discussion,  but  the  Surveyor’s 
detailed  plans  and  estimates  have  been  unavoidably  delayed  by 
other  pressing  work  ;  the  matter  should  not,  however,  be  lost 
sight  of. 
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That  longstanding  reproach  to  the  town,  the  absence  of  a 
proper  mortuary,  is  at  length  to  be  removed.  The  Surveyor’s 
plans  have  after  many  delays  been  approved  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  necessary  loan  sanctioned,  so  it  should 
be  possible  at  once  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  the  building. 


The  Authority  has  recently,  under  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
Sec.  259,  authorised  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  take  proceedings  in 
cases  where  offences  have  been  committed  under  the  Byelaws 
relating  to  nuisances.  This  is  a  progressive  step  which  will  greatly 
facilitate  the  work  of  the  health  department  in  certain  cases. 


The  County  Council  having  asked  for  an  explanation  of  the 
excessive  infant  mortality  of  this  district  in  1899,  their  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  fact  that  the  figures  for  Teignmouth,  124, 
are  well  below  the  averages  (138  for  Urban,  127  for  Urban  and 
Rural  districts  together,)  for  the  southern  portion  of  the  County. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector,  as  usual,  has  prepared  a  separate 
report  of  his  year’s  work  ;  the  tabulated  statement  which  he 
submits  shews  at  a  glance  the  many  improvements  effected  in 
house  sanitation  and  in  other  respects.  In  commenting  on  his 
report  attention  must  be  primarily  directed  to  the  fact  that  only 
five  notices  have  been  necessary  to  secure  a  very  large  amount  of 
reform  :  a  stronger  tribute  to  the  Inspector’s  tact  and  energy  it 
would  be  impossible  to  bring  forward. 


The  Inspector’s  remarks  on  the  state  of  the  cowsheds  I  must 
strongly  endorse  :  while  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  even 
a  little  improvement,  the  conditions  under  which  cows  are  kept, 
leaves  much  to  be  desired.  The  part  played  by  milk  in  the 
causation  of  disease,  especially  of  tuberculosis,  is  now  generally 
recognised,  and  no  effort  ought  to  be  spared  to  ensure  that  the 
cows  from  which  this  important  food  supply  is  derived  are  healthy 
and  are  properly  housed.  The  Sanitary  Authority  possesses  in  its 
byelaws  ample  powers  to  secure  this  end,  and  the  more  stringent 
application  of  these  regulations  may  well  engage  the  Council’s 
serious  attention.  In  furtherance  of  the  object  here  under 
discussion,  it  would  be  a  useful  measure  if  an  offer  were  made  to 
apply  the  tuberculin  test  to  milch  cows,  free  of  charge. 


In  concluding  this  Report,  I  enumerate  as  in  former  years, 
those  subjects  which  have  been  previously  referred  as  demanding 
careful  consideration  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  appending  to  each 


item  a  brief  note  indicating  the  progress  made  during  the  past 
twelve  months  and  the  present  position.  These  are  : — 

Isolation  Hospital. — Plans  adopted.  Resolution  passed  to 
defray  cost  by  a  special  rate.  Detailed  estimates  awaited.  Port 
Hospital  in  Statu  quo  ante. 

Disinfecting  Apparatus. — Nothing  done. 

Mortuary. — Plans  approved  and  loan  authorized.  No 
obstacle  to  early  completion  of  work. 

Constant  Water  Supply. — Scarcity  in  summer.  Important 
addition  from  Spring  on  Haldon.  Condition  of  Coombe  Brook 
unchanged.  The  whole  question  is  receiving  most  careful 
consideration. 

Building  Byelaws. — Authority  apparently  realises  that  it  has 
no  discretionary  powers. 

Sewage  Tank. — Result  of  structural  alterations  satisfactory. 
Extension  of  outfall  unavoidably  delayed. 

Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Cowsheds. — Regular  inspection. 
Slight  improvement.  Rigid  enforcement  of  Byelaws  urgently 
needed. 


F.  CECIL  H,  PIGGOTT,  b.a.,  m.d.,  and  b.c.,  Cantab. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


January,  1901. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  Year  1900. 

To  the  Urban  District  of  Teignmouth . 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1900,  and  submit  the  following  tabulated  statement  of  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  year. 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Record  of  Work  during  1899. 


Teignmouth. 

Shaldon. 

Total. 

Houses  Inspected 

66 

17 

83 

Houses  Re-inspected 

39 

7 

46 

Legal  Notices  served 

3 

— 

3 

Preliminary  Notices  served 

2 

— 

2 

Houses  Cleaned  and  Lime  washed 

6 

3 

9 

Houses  Disinfected  ... 

6 

3 

9 

House  Drains,  Ventilated 

17 

2 

19 

House  Drains,  New  Connections  to  main  Sewers 

10 

— 

10 

House  Drains,  New,  in  lieu  of  old,  faulty 

26 

— 

26 

House  Drains,  Dis-connected  by  Interceptor... 

23 

— 

23 

House  Drains,  Choked  and  Remedied  .. 

23 

2 

25 

House  Drains,  Defective,  made  Good  .. 

House  Drains,  Tested  with  the  Asphyxiator  and 

29 

1 

30 

Water 

43 

1 

44 

Tested  and  found  Faulty 

31 

— 

31 

Tested  a  second  time 

24 

_ 

24 

W.C’s. ,  New,  provided 

W.C.’s,  New,  in  lieu  of  old  Pan  and  Container 

6 

— 

6 

Apparatns 

14 

2 

16 

Soil  Pipes,  defective  made  Good 

New  Gullies  in  lieu  of  Defective  Bell  and 

6 

2 

8 

D  Traps 

43 

— 

43 

Cisterns,  Cleaned,  and  new  provided  ... 

Ashbins  new  provided 

13 

- 

13 

3 

1 

4 

Overflow  Pipes,  Dis-connected  from  Drains 

5 

— 

5 

Rain  pipes,  ditto 

7 

— 

7 

Removal  of  offensive  accumulations  ... 

24 

3 

27 

Disinfectants  served  out 

45 

30 

75 

Yards  bricked  or  cemented  arid  drained 

18 

. 

18 

Cottage  Pans  in  lieu  of  uld  hopper 

20 

1 

21 

W.C’s.  supplied  with  New  Flushing  Apparatus 

15 

1 

16 

Defective  Flushing  Apparatus,  made  Good 

9 

3 

12 

Soil  pipes  taken  outside  the  house 

9 

_ 

9 

Overcrowding 

1 

1 

2 

Fowl  and  Swine  Nuisances  ... 

3 

1 

4 

New  Inspection  Chambers  constiucted 

18 

_ 

18 

Receptacles  fur  Manure,  Provided 

1 

_ 

1 

Other  Nuisances 

10 

2  ' 

12 

27 


Only  2  Preliminary  notices  for  abatement  of  Nuisances  have 
been  served  during  the  year  and  these  have  been  complied  with. 

Three  Legal  Notices  have  been  served  to  abate  Nuisances  and 
the  requirements  have  in  each  case  been  complied  with. 

During  the  year  I  have  thoroughly  inspected  66  houses  in 
Teignmouth,  and  17  at  Shaldon,  reinspected  39  at  Teignmonth  and 
7  at  Shaldon  making  a  total  of  129  inspections.  The  Legal  and 
Preliminary  Notices  referred  to  above  were  served  to  compel  work 
to  be  done  as  was  found  necessary  to  remedy  the  defects  found  at 
such  inspections. 

The  number  of  drains  tested  with  the  Asphyxiator  was  43  at 
Teignmouth  and  1  at  Shaldon,  31  were  found  faulty  at  Teignmouth. 
The  one  at  Shaldon  was  perfect.  Reports  were  sent  to  each 
owner  pointing  out  the  work  required  to  remedy  the  faults,  and  in 
each  case  the  work  mentioned  therein  was  complied  with,  the 
drains  of  24  were  tested  a  second  time. 


The  Common  Lodging  House,  No.  12  Teign  Street,  has  been 
periodically  inspected  by  me  during  the  year  and  on  each  visit  I 
found  the  house  in  a  clean  condition.  The  house  is  periodically 
Limewashed  in  the  months  of  April  and  October. 


The  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  district  have  been  inspected  by 
me,  and  have  been  Limewashed  from  time  to  time.  In  my  last 
year’s  report  I  found  it  necessary  to  complain  as  to  the  removal  of 
garbage  and  manure.  There  has  been  an  improvement  during  the 
year,  but  there  still  remains  room  for  better  attention  to  this.  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  suggesting  and  express  a  hope  that  the 
Council  will  take  into  consideration  the  necessity  of  building  a 
Public  Slaughter  House,  when  the  matter  would  be  under  their 
own  control  and  this  would  without  doubt  prove  of  great  advantage 
to  the  whole  district. 


I  have  periodically  inspected  the  Dairies,  Milkshops  and 
Cowsheds  in  the  district.  The  Dairies  are  kept  in  good  condition, 
and  there  has  certainly  been  an  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
the  Cowsheds  but  not  up  to  the  Standard  one  would  like  to  see 
them.  It  has  been  said  all  things  come  to  those  who  wait.  Let 
us  venture  to  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  all 
Cowkeepers  will  see  the  necessity  of  a  vast  alteration  in  this 
direction.  The  Council  in  this  matter  can  by  the  powers  conferred 
on  them  still  further  cause  vast  improvements. 
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I  have  regularly  visited  the  Bakehouses  which  are  kept  in  a 
clean  condition  and  Limewashed  in  accordance  with  the  Factory 
and  Workshops  Acts. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  18  Inspection  Chambers  have  been 
constructed  to  drains  of  houses.  These  Chambers  are  a  great 
advantage  to  Owners  of  property  and  although  it  may  appear 
costly  at  first  yet  in  the  end  it  proves  to  the  contrary.  In  case  of 
chokage  the  drain  can  be  cleared  without  breaking  up  paving  and 
injuring  the  drain.  In  passing  plans  for  new  houses  it  would  be  an 
advance  in  Sanitary  progress  for  the  Council  to  point  out  to 
builders  the  advantage  that  would  accrue  in  their  constructing 
Inspection  Chambers. 

During  the  year  the  collection  of  house  refuse  on  the  whole 
has  been  carried  out  satisfactory  whereas  in  previous  years  and 
more  especially  through  the  Summer  months  numerous  complaints 
were  received,  during  the  year  I  received  only  two  complaints. 
The  deposit  of  house  refuse  after  its  being  collected  is  quite 
another  matter,  and  several  complaints  have  been  received  relative 
to  the  offensive  smell  from  these  deposits.  The  disposal  of  the 
Town  Refuse  after  collection  is  a  matter  which  sooner  or  later  the 
Council  must  take  into  their  serious  consideration. 

I  have  taken  nine  samples  of  beer  from  the  brewers  in  the 
district,  these  were  submitted  for  analysis  to  Dr.  Blyth,  the 
County  Analyst,  the  certificates  received  from  him  stated  that  each 
sample  was  genuine  and  free  from  Arsenic. 

I  have  received  102  complaints  of  Nuisances  from  private 
persons,  93  from  Teignmouth,  9  from  Shaldon  which  were  attended 
to  by  me  and  remedied. 

I  have  attended  13  meetings  of  the  Sanitary  Committee 
presented  12  reports  and  one  report  to  the  Council. 

253  Letters  and  reports  have  been  written  in  connection  with 
the  office  during  the  year. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  DRAKE,  Cert.  San,  Inspr. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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TO  THE  TEIGNMOUTH  PORT  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


^  I  HE  routine  work  of  inspection  of  vessels  arriving  in  the  Port 
has  been  actively  carried  out,  under  my  general  super¬ 
vision,  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  whose  report  is  here 
appended  :  the  number  of  vessels  inspected  exceeds  by  12  the 
total  in  any  previous  year  and  represents  a  large  percentage  of  the 
whole  amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district. 

“  Gentlemen, 

il  During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1900  I  inspected 
“247  Vessels  and  15  Steamers,  making  a  total  of  262,  46  of  whom 
“  were  foreign  vessels.  The  forecastles  of  42  were  found  in  a  dirty 
u  condition.  Six  written  notices  were  served  and  36  verbal  orders 
a  were  given  to  do  such  work  as  were  necessary  to  put  the 
“  forecastles  in  a  sanitary  condition,  and  were  with  the  exception  of 
“  five  all  carried  out.  These  vessels  left  the  Port  before  carrying 
“  out  my  orders,  and  I  immediately  reported  the  matter  to  the 
“  Inspectors  of  the  Ports  where  these  vessels  were  bound.  These 
“  42  vessels  were  re-inspected  by  me  at  the  time  given  to  do  the 
u  work  and  with  the  exception  of  the  five  mentioned  above,  the 
“  orders  were  carried  out.  The  remaining  vessels  inspected  were 
“  found  in  a  fair  condition  and  water  storage  good.  Two  vessels 
“  arrived  from  Glasgow  during  the  Plague  and  13  special  visits 
“  were  made  during  their  stay.  The  total  number  of  inspections 
“  and  re-inspections  were  317. 

“  I  am, 

11  Gentlemen, 

“Yours  obediently, 

“  J.  DRAKE,  Cert.  San.  Inspr., 

“  Sanitary  Inspector.” 
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Upon  the  outbreak  of  plague  in  Glasgow,  the  chief  officers  of 
H.M.  Customs  and  of  the  Coastguard  were  communicated  with, 
and  they  cordially  promised  that  I  should  receive  prompt  warning 
of  the  arrival  of  any  vessels  from  that  Port  :  this  undertaking  was 
faithfully  fulfilled,  and  on  each  occasion  I  received  information  of 
the  presence  of  a  suspected  vessel  as  soon  as  it  was  signalled  in  the 
offing.  Every  such  vessel  was  visited  by  me,  the  crew  examined 
and  the  addresses  taken  of  those  about  to  land,  before  pratique 
was  granted  by  the  Customs  Officials.  The  names  and  addresses 
were  immediately  forwarded  to  the  Sanitary  Authorities  at  the 
destinations  mentioned,  and  the  ships  and  crews  were  kept  under 
daily  observation  during  their  stay  in  harbour.  No  cases  of 
sickness,  infectious  or  otherwise,  were  notified  from  or  detected 
upon  any  of  the  vessels  arriving  from  Glasgow  or  from  any 
other  Port. 

On  September  15th,  Dr.  Reece,  Medical  Inspector  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  visited  the  district  and  conferred  with 
the  Sanitary  Committee.  At  this  time  the  Port  Isolation  Hospital 
was  occupied  by  a  case  of  Scarlatina  from  the  Urban  District  and 
was  therefore  unavailable  for  the  possible  needs  of  the  Port  :  the 
Sanitary  Authority  by  resolution  determined  that,  as  soon  as  vacant, 
the  Hospital  should  be  reserved  for  Port  cases  only,  and  this 
restriction  continued  in  force  until  the  Port  of  Glasgow  was 
declared  free  from  plague,  when  the  admission  of  patients  from 
the  Urban  District  was  again  authorised  (November  27th). 

Considerable  difficulty  has  arisen  with  respect  to  mooring 
stations.  Those  selected  in  1893  were,  for  purposes  of  inspection, 
Shaldon  Pool  ; — for  detention  of  infected  vessels,  the  two  buoys 
nearest  the  bridge.  The  Chief  Officer  of  Customs  has  refused  to 
approve  of  these  on  the  ground  that  they  are  not  free  from  danger, 
and  the  Sanitary  Authority,  which  unfortunately  appears  to  view 
the  matter  as  of  comparatively  slight  importance,  has,  by  means  of 
a  small  sub-committee,  after  many  delays  at  length  (December) 
decided  that  the  mooring  station  for  infected  ships  shall  be  outside 
the  harbour.  Any  vessel  so  moored,  would  in  the  event  of  a  gale 
arising  be  in  extreme  danger,  and  the  position  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority  in  such  a  case  would  be  an  unenviable  one.  Moreover 
this  decision  has  in  no  way  been  officially  communicated  to  the 
Chief  Officer  of  Customs,  Now  the  wording  of  the  Local 
Government  Board’s  Order  is  most  definite.  u  Every  Port 

11  Sanitary  Authority . shall . with  the  approval  of  the 

u  Chief  Officer  of  Customs  of  the  port,  fix  some  place  where  any 
u  ship  may  be  moored,  or  anchored  for  the  purpose  of  Article  10  ” 
i.e.,  for  disinfection,  etc.  I  have  repeatedly  urged  upon  the 
Authority  the  importance  of  this  question,  and  in  view  of  the  recent 
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reappearance  of  plague  in  this  country,  I  submit  that  it  demands 
some  practical  settlement  without  any  delay. 

The  questions  of  hospital  accommodation  and  of  Disinfecting 
Apparatus  has  already  been  referred  to  (pages  12  and  13). 


The  vessels  entering  the  port  limits  during  1900  numbered 
824,  of  which  401  steamers  and  380  sailing  ships  arrived 
“  coastwise,”  21  steamers  and  22  sailing  ships  from  foreign  ports 
almost  exclusively  Scandinavian  and  Danish.  The  coastwise 
steamer  traffic  is  chiefly  made  up  of  local  excursion  steamers 
which  arrive  at  the  pier  daily  during  the  summer  months  from 
neighbouring  pleasure  resorts. 


A  return  of  cases  of  notifiable  disease  occurring  in  the  port  is 
in  future  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Local  Goverment  Board  every 
week. 


F.  CECIL  H.  PIGGOTT,  b.a.,  m.d.,  and  b.c.,  Cantab. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


January,  1901. 


